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For More Information

1 you igedd additionat information on fishing, weite to Nebraska Game and Parks
Cormnmission, P.O. Box 36370, Lincoln, NE 88503, or call ona of our offices at;
Miancs, 308-762-5605, Basseit, 402-684-2921; Lincoly, 402-471-0641;
Nortoli, 402-371-49850; North Plaite, 308-532-6225, and Ormaha, 402-585-2144,

RESIDENT ANNUAL FISH ..o o $11.50
RESIDENT COMBINATION FISH-HUNT .. ... o o 19.50
NONRESIDENT ANNUAL ..o 25.00
NOMRESIDENT 3-DAY .o 7.50
RESIDENT 3-DAY e 7.50
TROUTSTAMP . 500

A fishing permit is required {0 take o attempl o take any fish, frogs, turtles,
amphibians, and mussels, including minnows, by any method, except the owner o
invitee of any body of water which {1} is located entirely on private land, {2) is
entirely privately stocked, {3) does not connest by inflow or outfiow with any
outside water, and (4) when such water is not operated on a commarcial basis,

WHAT PERIMIT IS REQUIRED?
A resident fishing permitis required for ali Nebraskans 16 years of age or older.

FUhMesident s a person who has resided in Nebraska continucusly for at keagt 90

days and who has a bona fide infention of hecoming 4 legal resident of tis state.

Others who may obtain a resident permit inclede; (1) servicemen officially
stationed i Nebraska and on active duty here for at feasl 30 sonsecutive days;
{2} nonresident sludents upon proof they have altended classes fuli-time for ol
leasi 30 consecutive days at any Nebraska college, university, junior coliege, or
vocational school, and [3) any person duly enrolled in ang atiending a civifian
conservation center o simitar government work or training {acility for 3¢ consecy-
tive days.

A noaresident fishing permit is required of all persons who are not residents of

Nebraska, except those listed and those under 16 years of age who are acoom-

panied by a person possessing a vaiid permit.

see the section on “Boundary Waters”™ for permil requirements for persons
fishing the waters of the Missouri River.
LIFETIME PERMITS

Nebraska residenis can now enjoy a ifetime of fishing or huniing on a single
permit and support outdoor recreation at the same time. Fees are: Lifetime Figh,
$230; Lifetime Hunt, $200, or Litetime Fish and Runt, $400. Funds from these
permits go into & special fund, with the interest each year going io heip support
fisheries and wildlife management in Nehraska. For an application or morg

information, write to: Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, P.0. 30370, Lincoln,
N 68503,
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Seasons
€ RHDRE - Open yoar-round throughoutl the state, gxeept as noted of as
35ied.
BERY — Game fish may be taken trom July 1 through December 31 from
nrige to sunsel. Nongame fish may be taken yearmrqund from sum'lse\to
anset and 24 fours per day Aprit 1 through August 31 in Inland Waters. See
sction on Archery/Surface Spearing for exceptions.
BOING — Missouri River oniy . . downstream from Gavins Point Dam sti‘ning
asin and powerhouse discharge canal imarkers to the mouth of ihe Big Sioux
viver {Mile marker 734) beginning Oct, 14 and ending Nov. tH o when an
stimated 1,600 paddiefish have been favvested, whichever Comes first. All
siner waters of lhe state are ciosed to snagging at all fimes. See section on
snagging for details.
RERCE SPEARING - Only nongame fish may be taken from sunrise o sunset
year-1uid and 24 hours a day from April 1 through August 3%,

PERWATER SPEARING — Game {ish may be taken from sunvise to sunset from
Juiy 1 through December 31, Nongame fish may be taken year-round, suniise
1o sunset. See Underwaier Spaaring section for open waters.

i &“ a N i
Synopsis of Ghanges tor 1991

Set a dadly bag of 3 hybrid siriped hass {wipers} at Rranched Oak, Conestoga
and Rluestem reservoirs.

£xlend the 3-fish daily bag on nothern pike statowide and reduce the sizg limit
on Clear Lake to 30 inches.

Group tiger muskic with musketunge for bag and size it purnoOses.
ndove bullfrog seasen opening fate 1o Aug. 15

- Require that alt sed, fimb and float lines be labeled with name, address and
periait number of angler.

» Prohibit snaging and bowlishing in the Gavins Point Dam stifling basin.
o hdd Swan Oreek 5A to list of Jakes having a 15-inch size limit on bass,
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Bag & Possession Limits

Spart fishing is permitted year-round on all Nebrasta waters, gxcept for those
areas closed by the Game and Parks Gomession by posting or by Commission

requiation, foderat ov state taw, or city ordinange.

Rag and possession limits may vary hetween “Inland Waters” and “Waters o
the Missouri River.” for this purpose ondy, “‘infand Waters"” include alf waters of
the staie excepl the waiers of the Wissourt River, and “Waters of the Missousi
River inciude afl of the river within Nebrasia and ait reservoirs, oxbows, stoughs,
chuies, backwaters, and marshes that have annual surface water connection to
the river, and the first 300 yards upstream trom the mouth of alt ributary streams.

fnland Waters
Largermouth, Smalimouth, Spolted Bass {combinad)

{only one fish i daily bag may excoed 21 inches

in length)
ChannelBlue Catlish fcombined) .. oo
Flaitead Catfish ...t e
Padtlefish « .ot

Waters of Missowri River
Largemouth, Srmallmouth, Spotted Bass {combingd)
BIUE CaUISN © ottt
Channel CAtfish ... vv e e
Flathead Gathishl . ..o o e
Paddiefish

Gavine Point Dam 1o the mouth of the Big Sioux ...

Siatewides
TrOUE (B SPECIES) .+ oo r e e
Siriped Bass/White Bass/Striped Bass Hybrid. . ..o
{no more than 3 fish over 20 inchies fong; 3-fish daily hag at
Branched Oak, Conestoga and Bluestem reservoirs)
Muskelunge/Tiger Muskie fpombingd} .. ....ooovvv e
Rait Minnows/Tiger Salamander .. ..o e
ShEVEIN0SE STUFGRON L .o vt
Walieye/Sauger (in combination). .. ..o i
NOEE PR . e

Pos-

Bag session
4 8
10 20
4 4
i i
5 10
1 1
0 20
10 20
i 1
77
25 50
i i
100 100
10 20
5§ 12
3 86




ag & Possession Limnits (continued]

egifl, Crappie, Yellow parch, Roclk Bass
R A R 30 60
Gfher fish, ftssels, and CIAMS .. ooveonsremr o Limit-—
HIEOGS o oone o ov e s m e 8 8
apping Turlles ..o 16 10

ALY BAG ~ Fish fakon from midright to midnight. No parsan May possess more
an one day's it of fish while on the water or actively engaged in fishing.

1SSESSI0N LIRAT — Figh in 2 person's partable cooler, home fregzer, regis-
red in his name in & com mercial cold storage locker, 0¥ i any other way undar

5 control.
HEEATENED SPECIES — {ake Shurgeon and Palid Sturgeon. Season closed.

PECIAL LIALTS — inthe fotowing state-owned lakas, the daily bag and pOSSEs-
on Timit is 10 fish combination: Two Rivers Carp Lake, Douglas County;
liohrara Park Lake, Knox County, West Lake No. 3, Louisvilie, (:ass County;
cemont Lake No. 5 and pead Timber Lake, Dodge County. Note: Many cities Hmit
he take o fess than 10,10 Papio Lake No. 18, there i 4 daily bag limit of 10 panfish
iuegill and crappiel in cornbination.

Size Limits

VWhere size fimils apply, fish riay noi e filleted prior o transport. Only the gills,
Guls, and SCaies may e removed hefore iransport where bag fimits but nol size
fimiis apply, fish may be filleted hefors transport, provided that fillets are keplinone
pigee it cooked so bag and pOSSESSIon Himits can e determined. Fish placed in
pulific storage must b jabeled with ihe owner's name, address, fishing ficense

number, species and HwnGer of fish, and the date placed in sforage.

fass (Largemouth, Syalisaouth, Spotied). 21 _inei minimum: Suckskin Hitls .ake,

Dixon Gounty.
15-4nch minimn: Sumimit Lake, Burt Gounty; Timber Pging, Butler County; Lake

Yankton, Cedar Gounty; Wolf Wildcat, Gage County; Flwood Reserveir, Gosper
County; Mexandria Lakes No. 1,2, &3, Jefterson County; Congstoga, Cotlon-
tafl, Stagecoach, Wagon Teain, Wild Plum, Witdwood {Oak Creelc 1A}, and
vankee Wil allin Lancaster County, Calamus peservoil, Loup County, Skyview
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Lake, Madison Gounly; gurchard Lake, Pawnee Counly, Swan Croek 54, Saline
County; Wehrspans Lake, Sarpy County; Meadowlark, Seward Gounty; DeSoto
National Wildlife Refuge take, and ail lekes on Valenting National Wildlite Refuge.

12.0nch mintmun: Staiewide except those waters where ather limits apply and the
Missourt River where there is no size Amit,

Wuskelnnge/ Tiger Muskie: a0 inches minimum statewide.

Hortheen Pike: 24 inches minfmaui i all infand waters east of us. 281

30-inch minimuim: Clear Lake of the Valenting National Wiidiife Refuge.
38-nch minimum: Pelican and Dewey fakes on the yalenting Natlonal Wildife

Refuge.
{Haileye: 15 inches minimum &t Lake Minatare and Lake Winiers {reak in Scotls
Bluts Counly and at Otiver Reservolr i Kimball County.

gulifrog 4% inches from gnout to vent.

i Oher Species: None.

fay fish cangit that is not 10 be counted in the bag fimit must be immediately
released into the water with as little injury as possible, except during snagging
season in the Missourt River where any paddiefish caught must be counted in the
Bag. Any fish placed cna styinger, oF in & containgy, or not rettrned immediately ©
the water, must be counted in the bag.

Hotice
This is 4 quide only. For soUrees, corsult Nebraska statutes and official regulations.

5 £Y: 1 :
Help Wanted

You can hgzlp fisheries managers by reluining the tags from any tagged fishyou
may catch. The tag will he returned to you, along with data on where ihe fish was
tagged.
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Hool and Line Limits

Anglers are limited to 2 lings with 2 hooks on each fine in any pond, fake, or

eservolr, and for one-haif mile i their infels, outlets, and canals,

I stream fishing, the limits are § hoods on a line o¢ 15 hooks in the agyregate.
ndy & lines with 2 hooks on cach line are permitted when ice fishing. Only 1 hook
nay e used whan snagging.

One hook means a single, doable, or treble-pointed hoak. A hooks attached o
nartificlal bail or lure are counted as one hook,

These fimits apply to all fishing, including rod and reel, poles, float lines, bank
nes, setlines, and all other types. The name, address and {ishing permit number of
1e angler shall be attached to floats of all float lines, and to all limb lines and gel
183,

Floatfines may be used only on streams, rivers, and Lowis and Clark Lake, They
st pe personally attended. The use of glass Hoats is unlawdul, Bag and posses-
on limits are the same as for hook and fing,

Note fmitations listed m Special Arcas.

lce Fishing

When ice fishing, ealy 5 lines with no more Hhan 2 hooks on each e are
srmitted. Holes made for ice fishing may not exceed 10 inches in diameter on any
ame and Parks Commission-controlled area

A special 55 permit is required to place a permanent ice sheller on all state
creation area and witdife management area lakos, Application forms and shelter
guiations are availabie from conservation officers, Commission effices, or by
ail frem the Parks Division, Mebraska Game and Parks Cormmission, P.0. Box
1370, Linceln, NE 68503. This does not apoly to temmorary, portable sheifers
ed and removed each day.

Trout Stamp

Everyone, 168 yaars of age or older, resident and nonresident alike, is required to
ve & §5 Nebraska Trout Stamp, if they have trout taken in Nebraska in their
ssession. Holders of free permils are exempted, as are those who fish for trout
the put-and-{ake lake at Two Rivers Slate Recreation Area noar Valley.

Funds derived from the sale of this stamp are dedicated to ihe support of
braska’s trout management programs. For more Information, write to: Fisheries
Asion, Game and Parks Gommission, P.O. Box 30570, Lincoln, NE 68502,
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shapping Turtles
' Snappin_g turtles may be taken vear-round, and iimits are 101n the daily bag and
in possession. They may be taken only by hand, hand net, hook and ling, bow and

arrow, or gaif hook.
Snagging

Suagging of paddietish and nongame figh only is permitted in the Missousi River
doverstream from Gaving Point Dam siilling basin ang poverhouse discharge canal
markers 1o ihe mouth of the Big Sioux River {Mile marker 734} from suniise to
sunset beginning Oct. 15 and ending Nov. 15 ar when an estimate of 1,600
paddiefish have been harvesied, whichover comes firsi The (uota shall be
determined by creel survey estimates, Only one (%) hook may be used when
snagging. The daily bag and the possessionimitis one paddiefish. All other waters
of the slate are closed to snaguing for al species atallimes. Any other game fish
snagged accidentally must be returned to the water Immediately,

Any paddletish caught must be counted in the ey, and may not be cut up excep
for tield dressing {removal of infestings, head, and fait) untit arvival at the angler’s
residence or commercial preservation faciitly. Snagging for any fish is profibited
afler the Himit of paddlefish is reached.

y (E g
Bullfrogs
Bultirog season runs from August 15 through October 31. Bag and possession
limit is & bulltrogs per person. They may be taken only on a fishing pecmit by hand,
hand net, and hook-and-line. Artifigiai light may be used when taking bulffrogs.
Bullfrogs must measure 4% from snout to vent or be released. Only the entraiis
may be removed prior io transport.

Mussels (Clams)

Mussels may be taken year-round by hand, hand net or hook and line. There is
no fimit.

Game/Nongame Fish

Nebraska law defines game fish as all species of fish except huftalo, carp, gar,
quiltback, sucker, and girzard shag.
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Grass Carp
The triptoid grass carp is approved for use in privaie waters for aguatic weed
controf by the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, These fish are available
Trom licensed fish culturists, but they must be certified as 100% triploid by U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service inspection.
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Archery/Surface Spearfishing

aarme fish may be taken by bow and arrow from July 1 through December 31
fron sunrise fo sunset, statewide, except that paddiefish may he taken by archery
from July 1 through July 31 i the Missouri River downsiream from Gaving Point
Dam stifling basin and powerhouse discharge canal markers to the mouth of the
Big Sioux River (Mile marker 734} Remaining stretches of Missouri River are
closed to the taking of paddiefish. Game fish may not be taken with surface spears,

Nongarire fish may be faken by archery or surface spear year-round from Infand
Waters, sunrise 1o sunsel, and may be laken 24 hours a day from Aprit 1 through
August 31.

The foifowing areas are closed year-round - afl put-and-take lakes stocked by
the Game Commission; Two Rivers, Louisville, Fort Kearny, fremomt, Mormaon
fsland and Windmill state recroation areas, and lrout straams [see Special Areas),

With archery, only long bows fincluding compound bows), drawn by tand, are
fegal. A crosshow may be used by a handicapped person who has 2 medical
certificate on file with the Game and Parks Comimission fisheries Division. Arrows
rust be aitachod by « ling to the bow and must have only one point, which must be
farbed. Arrows with more than one poini are prohibited. For surface spearing, only
hand spears are logal. Any spearing device must be barbed.

Underwater Spearfishing

Lawlul spear guns include hand spears, rubberband-powered spear guns, and
spring-loaded spear guns. AlE spears used on powercd spear guns must be
aitached 1o a lanyard with & maximum length of 20 feat.

Underwater spearfishing ks not permitled within 100 vaids of any designated
swirming or waler ski jump area, boal dock, boat ramp, of spiliway.
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SEASONS

Game fish — July 1 through December 31 in waters listed below, Bag and
possession limits are the same as for hook and fine. Hours are sunrise io sunset.

Nongame fish ~ Dpen year-round in waters isted below. There are no size, bagor
possession Hmits. Hours are sunrise to sunsat.

OPEN WATERS

- Privately-owned lakes with permission of the lake owner,
. Lake MeConaughy, Keith Coumty

. Lake Ogallala, Keith County

- Lake Minatare, Scotts Blulf County

- Box Butte Reservoir, Dawes County

. Lewis and Clark Lake

. Harlan Counly Reservoir

- Enders Reservoir, Chase County

- Swanson Reservoir, Hitchcock Gounty

- Hugh Butler {Red Willow) Reservoir, Frontier County

. Harry Strunk (Medicine Creek) Reservair, Frontier County
12. Sutherland Reservoir, Lincoln County

13. Maloney Reservair, Lincoln Coundy

14, Jeifrey Canyon Reservoir, Lincoin County

15, Johnson Reservoir, Gosper and Dawson counties

16. Sherman Reservoir, Sherman County

17, Fiwood Reservoir, Gosper County

18. Mertitt Reservoir, Cherry County

19. Calamus Reservoir, Loup County

VI
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DHVER'S FLAG

The Biver's Flag must he displayed on the water on a float or buoy when diving
ar underwater-powered spearfishing, A diver and underwater spearfisherman
miuist remain within 150 feef of his flag.

The flag must be al least 12 inches square, with a red background and white
diagonal sirfpe thal is one-fifth the widih of the flag. The white stripe must run from
{he top of the hoist to the botlom of the flag. it is unlawiul to display this flag when
diving or speartishing is not in progress.




Balt and Minnows

it is unlawiul to take minnows from any fake, reservoir, or bayou. Bigging,
seining and {rapping for bait o any other purnose is prohibiied on all state-nwned
o7 controfled areas. Al game fish of whatever size taken while nelting or seining for
bt must immediately be retuned 1o the walers from which taken.

GIZZARD SHAD ARD ALEWIFE — Shad and alewile may be taken for use as bait
by legal minnow dip nets in any number from: lakes, ponds, reservoirs, and below
dams and other artificial obstructions for a distance of 200 yards below such
abstruciions. Shad may be {aken by legal minnow seine ianding net, or dip net in
Ny number i streams except those streams closed Lo the faking of minnows or
sait by sech method.

IELOW DAMS — The seining of capturing of minnows for commercial or privale
urposes for a distance of 200 vards below any dam, check, spillway, or other
irtificial obstruction is anfawiul provided, however, that legal minnow dip nets
nay e used to take minnows for bait,

SESTRICTED SPECIES 1t is unfawiul to self, transport, or otfer for sale as bait,
ay live carp, carpsusker, buffalo, gar, quillback or bowfin. Live fish of those
pecies may be used for bait only in the same waters from which they are legaly
sken. Dead carp, carpsucker, butfalo, gar, quitthack or bowfin iy be sold
ansported or oftered for sals as bait,

APORTING — No more than 100 legatly captured minrows may be exported by a
ssidant for his personat use in fishing outside the state. No ofher minnows faken
om Nebraska waters may he transported out ¢f the state in any manner, except
innows artificially prepagated in man-made impoundments by licensed fish
ilterists,

APORTING - it is unlawful 1o import or transport carp, carpsucker, bhuffato,
dlibacl, gar, or bowiin into the state for use as balt. Special permits are requirad
Ia person o import and seif balt or bait minnows,

CENTS — Anise oil and other scents that do not stun, kill, or harm fish are
rmitted.
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FISH HETS AND FRAPS — The possession of use of any nets, traps, electrical
gear capabile of stunning fish, or other devices except the following is unlawiul:
1. Minnow seines of one-fourth inch nen-metalic square mesh only, and not
over 20 feet iong and 4 feet daep.
2. Minnow dip nets of one-jourth inch non-metakic square mesh. Neither fength
or width may exceed 36 inghes,

- Minnow and bait traps of one-fourth inch square mesh material with a length
of 24 inches or less, a diameler 16 inches or less, and & throat 1% inches or
tess in diamster. All minnow traps shat be raised and the minaows removed
at least every 24 hours.

4. Landing nets, made of non-metaliic mesh, used only for landing fish caught

on fiook and iine.

CLOSED WATERS - See Special Aress seciion,

Fish Stocking

fis enlawful o refease any non-native fish, reptile, or amphibian in waters of the
state or to release any fish In any public waters in e state except those laken
therefrom without wiitten autherization from the Game and Parks Commission,

NOTICE - Do NOT transfer any minnows or other fish from one iake or stieam
to another. You may be destroying your own fighing!

Fish Kill Reports

Reports of dving fish posulations may be made by nofifying your loca! conserva.
tin ofticer, distiict Game and Parks Commission office, or the 24-howr State
Patrol poilution complaint number (402) 471-4545, as soon as possible, Prompt
notification will make it casier 1o determine the causa.

a3
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Men they involve tagged or otierwise markeg fish, fishing tournaments,
ies, or contests are pohibited on (1) waters owned o controlied by the
aska Game and Parks Commission and {2} waters stocked by the Game and
s Commission during the preceding 24 months, excluding private lakes noi
2 by the state or other govermmental entity.

e Impertance of Bass Size Limits

achicve the Game and Parke Commission goai of providing ample opportuni-
" adl anglers i enjoy their Sport, a Balanced fishery is required. A balanced
y contains catchable crappie, blwegill and olher panfish as well as the
tor species fike the fargemouth bass,

inits allow largemaouih bags within the lake (6 grow karge enough to help
 popatations of pantish and nangame prey fish species. This is important
Se maintaining a batanced fishery is the only way (o meef the demands of aff
3

ies have shown that without regulation anglers will keep 7 or B-inch bags,
Hated harvest fike that feaves hehind tco few pounds of bass to regulate

inch largemouth bass can eat four times the weight of panfish that an
largemauth bass can. A 15-inch fargemouth bass can eat double the weight
ish that 1 12-inch bass will

g largemouth bass which are under the size imit reduces the average size
i & body of water, which in twrn reduces the total weight of the bass
ion. When this ocours, the largemouth bass hoputation camat consume

ity of panfish neaded 1o adequately controltheir num bersand the fishery
i5 tipset.

~

©

LARGEMOUTH BAS )
Fhe upper jaw extonds bevond the
reay mavgin of the eye, Bloichy, dark
Iateral band lends to break

wh in older fish,

SMALLMOUTH BA S8

The upper Jaw does not extend beliind
the rear margin of the eve,
da’sﬁ;zgréisifing i fish from the
fargenionth, The body is marbed with
vertical beards, which tewel to fade
and disappear oun elder fish,

Th




STRIPED BASS

Striped base appecr more sireamlined
than white bass, and horizonial Baes
are distinet and wnbroban, Stvipers
are lavge fiskh, capable of topping 50
puunds in Nebrasha, but five is tops
Jor wihite buss,

T

ationisl

E.

White bass/stviped bass hvbrid
{“wiper”) shows characteristics of both
parenis. The wiper is deefr-bodiad Iike
whife bass, bud distinet markings ave
mrostly unbroken, F usually has twa
tooth paitches ke a stviper, rather
them one s i whife bass,
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While buss have a rather deep, chunky
body, comnpared to its lavger cousin,
the striped bass, It is sitvery coloved,
with aboui seven horizaniul stripes,
sowme of whickh may be faint and broken.

REMEMBER . ..
.. Todistinguish white bass from striped bass and hybrid bass, chieck center toolh
patehes on tlongue,
..Stripes on white bass are faint with 151 stripe below the fateral iing not distinct or
compiete to the taif,
. Firststripe below the lateratling is distinet and coynplete to the tail on the striped
hass and hybrids.
Broken lines on the side do not necessarily mean it's a hybrid. Some striped bass
have broken fines.

From Samuel Eddy, How to Know the Froshwater Fishes, 2nd ed.
Copyright @ 1969, Wm. C. Brown Publishers, Dubuque, lowa. All
Rights Reserved. Reprinted by special permission.
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The Walleye lssue:
Size Limit Or Not

imposing 4 size Hmit on walleye in Nebraska is a complexissue, which deserves
an explanation (o those anglers who feet a stalewide limit should be established.

Atissus first is what size limit should be imposed, Studies from on-site surveys
of Nebraska anglers show that less than § percest of anglers witf keep a walleye
smalier than 12 inches. In other words, more than 95 percent of Nebraska anglers
already have a seif-imposed size imit of 12 inches,

Mebraska waileye growth rates are considerably faster than norihern states. A
one-year oid walleye in Nefwaska is novmally 9-11 inchies; a two-year-old walleye
12-15 inches and a twee-year-old walleye 16-18 inches.

Most walleye in Nebraska are harvested as two-year-old tish or from 12-13
inches in size. Growth rates differ across the stale with the faster rates foundin the
southern reservoirs. A length linsit of 15 inches essentially restricts harvest of
two-yaar-old fish. A balisf is held that i all two-year-old walleye were protectad by
asize limit that they then would be available to anglers in the future as 16-18-nch
fish,

This simuby witl not happen due to natural and hooking mortality. For instance,
siudies have shown thal in Lake MeConaughy, about hail of alt walleye in the lake
die of natural causes each vear. Areduction in the number of walleye caught does
not aHect ihis natural death patfern.

H @ size Hmil were imposed on Lake McConaughy, many of he 13-14-inch fish
waouls be wasted. Allowing anglers 10 cateh some of these walleye then, is 2 wise
use of the resource.

Hooking mortality also, can be as high as 50 percent # a large percentage of
anglers use five bait. fmposing a size-Hmit would force anglers to release under-
sized fish, which Bkely would increase the rate of hooking mortality. Again, it would
be awise use of the resource Lo allow anglers (0 count these fish toward thelr timit.

Ancther misnomer is hatif a size imit works for Dlack bass, it then shouid work
tor walleys.

A leok al the difference in the species Husirates why this is not rue.

Btack hass typically inhabit shoreline arcas, have a low naturat mortality, serve
as an impertant pond predator, produce approximately 15,000 cggs per five-
pound femaie and are nest builders and care-givers 1o young.
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Conversely, walleye prefer open watgr areas, have a figh raie of natural
mortality, are mainly & reservoir species, produce approximately 200,000 eggs
per five-pound female and do nat give care io eggs, which are spread randomly
aver rocks or gravel.

Basad on these hiological differences, justification exists to support size imits
on bass, but not on walleye.

Fisheries ragulalions are enacted with considerabic study and biclogical infor-
malion. The chjective of any regutation is to allow the maximum use of resources
within guidelines for sustaining future generations of fish. The Game and Parks
Commission's regulation of walieye, which does nol include a size limit, altermpts
to do just that.

WALLEYE

White searking on lower lobe of tail
Ji, Black membranes helfween lusi o
ar three spines of fivst dorsal fin,
sepavate the walleye from s fook-
alile sauger cousing,




Special Argas
SHBUTH WATEREOWL MANAGEMENT AREA - This arca is open fo
fram 7 a.m. 10 10 p.m. gadly from April 15 through Septamier 15 except
Jlosed by the Camenission by posting.

JARD STATE LAKE - Itis untawiul to fish in this Pawnee County lake during
sterfowl hunting season, except bank fishing from the face of the dam is
ted duing 1his closed period as posted by signs on the area.

MM HILLS LAKE — This fake is designated as atch-and-release lake for
Lot hass. Al bass caughi in this lake must de immediately rettrnediothe
excent that ong fish that is MORE THAN 21 inches fong may be keptin the
jag.

LAKES {Seward County) — This wildiife management areais ciosed to all
use from Dctober 15 until the end of {he dark goose season.

CENT LAKE RATIOMAL WILDLIFE REFUGE - Fishing is permitied furing
A8 haurs in teland Lake from Jan. 1 tough Dec. 31, Electric-type outhoard
¢ are permitied o0 lakes open to tishing, the use of internal combustion
5 is profibited. The possession or use of live or dead minnows and the
ssion of any fish not {aken romyefuge walers are unlawlul. However, frozen
i sineit mray be usad for bait. Dverpight camping is not perrtted.

STINE NATIOMAL HEFUGE — Fishing is permitted year-round during day-
Jours, uniess otherwise posted. Hectric-lype outhoard motors are permiited
<es open 1o fishing: the use of infernal combustion motors is prohibited.
sssion or use of five or dead minnows and possession of any fish not taken
refuge waters are unlawiul However, frozen of dead smell may be used for
There is a 15-inch size minimum on black bass on all refuge fakes, and a
ch minimem appiles to northern pike and tiger musky on Dewey and Pelican
Qvernight camping is not permitisd. A 30-inch minimum applies to northern
an Clear Lake.
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KORTH PLATTE NATIDNAL WILDLIFE REFUGE — Lake Minatare and Winters
Lake Creek are open to fishing from January 15 through September 30 of as
posted, Waters within 150 feet of the dans at Lake Minatars are closed to fishing
{rom sunset fo survise from March 1 through April 30.

BUEFALD CRESK WA (Scotts Biuft and Barney counties) — ILis untawiutto use
mote than fwo lines with two hooks per fine when fisting in Butfalo Creek Poad,
including ice fishing.

FORT ROBIHSON STATE PARK (Dawes County) 1t is untawlul Lo use more than
2 fines wilh 2 hooks on each fing when fishing in Cherry Greel, lcehouse and Grabel
ponds, and Carter P, Johnson Lake. This includes ice fishing,

FREMONT STATE RECREATION AREA (Dodge County) - Lake No, 20is closed to
fishing from a hoat from 10 am, 01 hour hafore sunset year-round.

NIORRARA STATE PARK (iKnox County) — Largemouth bass fishing is limied to
cateh and release on two park lzkes; pOSSeSsion is prohibited.

TWO RIVERS STATE RECREATION AREA (Dougias Sounty) — The Platte River
pordering this area and all lakes, excepl Nos. 3. 4, and 5, are ciosed lo lishing
during the watarfowl hanting seasons. Archery fishing, snagging, speating, giy-
ging, sharing, and haiting are prohibiled in all lakes. Lake No. % is designated as a
put-and-take trout fishiag lake and is subject io special reguiations, A daily trout

taq is required to possess rout on the entire Two Rivers arca. Chock al area office.

TROUT WATERS ~— It is unlawiul o fake or attempl o take gaine O 0agame fish
By how and arrow o7 spearing anc to take or altempt to take by seine or trap any
hait or minnows in any of the foliowing trout streams: ANTELOPE COUNTY,
Verdigre Creek and all tributaries. BROWN COUNTY, Bone Creek and all ributaries,
Lang Pine creek and all tributaries, Ohre Dreek and all tributaries, Fairfield Greek.
ROY BUTTE COUNTY, Niobrara River. CHERRY GOURTY, Middle Loup River and al
wributaries, North Loup River and all tributaries, Schiagel Creek, Fairfield Creek,
Saake River and all tributaries, Plur Creek and al triputaries. CHEYENNE
COUNTY, Lodgepole Greek west of Brownson. GAWES COUNTY, Chadron Creek,
Big Bordeau Creek, Litile Bordeaux Greek, White River above Crawford, Niobrara
River from Box Butie Reservoir west to the Wyoming ling and all ributaries, Dead
Horse Creek, Squaw Creek, and White Clay Creel. GARDEN COUNTY, Blue Creek.
HOLT COUNTY, Steel Creek and North, Middle, and South branches of Verdigre
Creck. MOOKER COUNTY, Dismal River and all tribudaries. KEITH COUNTY, Otter
Creek, White Tail Creek, and Lonergan Crack and all tributaries. KIMBALL
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ocial Areas {continued)

INTY, Lodgepele Creek and al wibutaries. KNOY COUNTY, North, Middle, and
th Verdigre and all tributaries abeve the town of Verdigre, and Steel Creek.
i* COUNTY, Gracle Graek. MORRILL COUNTY, ail streams and tributaries
gpl the channel or shannels of the North Platte River. ROCK COUNTY, Long
o Creok, SIOLY COUNTY, Sheep Croek Drain, Dry Sheep Creck Drain, Ory
siled Tail Creek, Spotted Tail Creek, Miohrara River and all ributaries, White
or, Soldiers Cresk and all tributaries, Monroe Creek, Sowhelly Creek, and Hal
ok, SOOTTS BLUFE COUNTY, Ning Mite Creek, Winters Creek, Tub Springs, Wet
stied Tall Greek, Dry Spotted Tait Croek, Sheep Creek, Dry Sheep Creek,
ickenhole Creek, Akers Draw, Miitchell Deain, Molfett Drain, Aliance Draig, and
yard Drain. SHEGIDAN GOUNTY, Snake River, Larrabee Creck, White Clay
sel, Pine Creel, Daer Creek, and Littie Bordeaux Oreek. WERSTER COUNTY,
n Croek.

it is uniawiul to possess a net oy seile of any type 0§ troui spawning streams
Sinnuy, Seoits Bluff, Mosril, Garden, and Keith counties thatare trittary to the
wih Platte Biver and Lake ®eCanaughy, ncluding: Pumpkin, Red Witiow,
Jdporse, Stuskenhole, fine Mie, Tul Springs, Winier, Sheep, Hry Shees,
.ottet Tail, Dry Spotted Tail, Otter, flear, Lenergan, Uppar Dugoud, tndian,
weenail Hrais, and Cedar Creeks.

Roundary Walers

HSSOURT RIVER {{0WA) — Anglers holding a yalid sport fishing permit from
iher Nebraska or lowa may fishin the wators of the Missouri River iying hetween
1@ two slaies. “Waters of the wissouii River” are defined 10 include all 0xHows,
icughs, chites, and backwalers thal draw water from the Missouri River proper.
whows, chutes, and backwalers separated from the Missourt River by land are
\cluded only if the state boundary line passes Hwough somme part of such walers.
douths of sireams are not incfudad. Fishing may be from boats of {rom the bank.
W fishermen shalt conform with ihe regulations of the state in which they are
ishing, uniess the regulations of the licensee’s state are more restrictive. Then, the
icensee must conform to the more restrictive requiadions. Anglars may ransport
ioh taken rom the walers of the Missourt River trough the neighboring state,
srovided they return 1o their home state by the most direct route.
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BESOTD NATHNAL WILDLIFE REFUGE —- Sport fishing by hook-and-ine and
archery is permitied as designated by area regulations, The use of tral fines and
float ines is unawiul, All fishermen sivalt conform with the regulations of the stele
in which they are ficensed, either Nebrasia or lowa, and federat refuge regulations
as posted.

WISSOURE RIVER {South Daketa) — Mabraska or South Dakota residents, hotding
a valid sport fishing permit from their homa state, may fish that part of the Missour
Ahver that constitutes the legal poundary between the two etates. This inciudes
Lewis and Clark Lake, Gaving Poeint Dam, and its tailwaters. However, anglers musl
conform to the regutations of the state in which they are fishing, unless the
zeguiations of their jiome staie are more cestrictive. Then, the angler must
confore to the more restrictive reguiations, At Lewis and Clark Lake, it is unfawful
for any person o use more than two lines with more than iwo hooks on gactling,
this restriction applies to all water area from Gavias Point Dam upstream o the
Sartee hoat ramp in Kriox County, pebraska. in no case may ab angler licensad in
only one state fishin wibutaries in the other state. Fishing is permilted fram boat or
bank.

FRISSOURL RIVER (Missowd) — Anglers holding a valid gport fighing permil from
gither Nebraska or Missouri may fish with hook ang Fing, including personally
altended jugs or Hoats, onthe flowing portion of the Wissouri Biver lying within the
Boundary of Nebraska of Rissouri. In no case may the angler lisensed in only one
state fishin the tributaries, bayous, or Backwaters of the Missourt River in the other
ctate, Fishormen may not fish from nor aitach any device o pquipment fo land
under the jurisdiction of the state in which they are notlicensed, Cregi limits and
methods of the staie licensing the sport fisherman shall apply.
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State Record Rules

ish must exceed current record by atleast one ounce or it wilf be considered as
fie.
shomust be taken from Nebraska waters.

must be legally taken by hook-and-line, underwater speartishing, surface
searing, or archery, Fish mast be caught, played, and landed by the applicant.
sh mus{ be weighed on a certified scafe and witnessed by & Game and Parks
nrmission emplovee, If nol witnessed by a Commission employes, a notar-
ed atfidavit, signed by two witnesses and giving the rsquesied information,
ay be substituted,

vecies of tish must be verified by a Commission fisheries official The fish may
> Qutted and frozen, but the head, fins, and skin must remain intact untit the
ecies has been verilied.

woler must display fishing permit to the indivigual varitying the application.
splieation forms are available from any Commission office or permit vendos.

i ARD LINE

TUCKY SPOTTED BASS. ... .. 3 Ihs. 11 0z

m Paopas, North Platte, Lingoln County sandpit, 3/24/68
EIMOUTH BASS. ... ., 10 Ihs. 11 gz,

ul Abegglen, Sr., Golumbus, sandpit acar Dolumbus, 10/2/65
{BASS. ... .. 2 {bs. 4 oz,

na Zuege, Haigler, Dundy County farm pond, 5/6/72
LLMOUTH BASS ., ... .. & ihs. 1% oz.

dly Allison, North Platte, Merritt Reservair, 5/17/78
PED BASS. .. ... 44 1bs. 10 oz,

ve Hilferty, Grant, Lake McConaughy, 8/27/88

PED} BASS HYBRID. .. ... 13 lis. § gz

ke Howard, Nerth Platle, Lake Maloney, 10/13/88
EBAGS. ... .. 5 {hs.

1 Kicoin, Agrora, Gavins Point Tailwaters, 11712/83
GHRE.., ... 7 1hs. 13 oz,

vy Ratston, Creighton, Grove Lake, 4/26/77

OUTH BUFFALD, .. ... 44 s, § oz

vin Messman, Omaha, Carter Lake, 4/27/78
KBUFFALD. ... ., 41 fhs.

v Caton, Omaha, Carter Lake, 4725787
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SMALLMOUTH BUFFBLD. . . ... 45 lhs,

Bruce F. Baete, Beatrice, Big Blue River, 5/15/84
BOWER . ... 8 Ibs.

Ronald Evenson, Omaha, Dead Timber l.ake, 8/7/82
BULLREBD . . & s ¥4 oz

Dick Duna, Beatrice, Pawnee County farm pond, 7/22/74
BURBOT. ... .. § lhs. 13 0z,

Terry Freeman, Omaha, Gavins Point Dam Taflwaters, 4/28/79
GARP. .. ... 33 lis. 12 oz

Toni C. Baete, Beatrice, Gage County farm pond, 5/12/83
GRASS GARP. .. ... 33 Ibs. 8 oz

Leshie J. Nelson, Jr., Omaha, Private lake, 5/4/90
BLUE CATHISH. ... .. 10 Ihs. 8 gz,

Raynold Promes, Wynot, Missouri River near Wynot, 11/29/74
GHANKEL DATFISH. ... .. 41 1hs. B oz,

dohn Cunning, Valenting, Merritt Reservoir, 7/26/85
FLATHEAD CATFISH. ... .. 88 lirs.

William Swanson, Silver Creek, Loup Power Canal near Genoa, 6/14/88
BLACK CRAPPIE . ... 418, 2 oz,

Joe L. Gitta, Hershey, Red Willow Reservoir, 5730/81
WHITE CRAPFIE. ... . 4 s, 1 oz

Eisie M. Jensen, Broken Bow, Red Wiliow Reservoir, 5/18/80
FRESHWATER DRUM . ... .. 28 lbs. d oz,

Vincent Prazak, Clarkson, Missouri River below Gaving Point Dam, 10/1/71
AMERICAN EEL . .. .|, 5 lhs.

George Sweisberger, South Sioux City, Missouri River, 8/2/83
LOMGNOSE GAR . .. .. 16 s, 10 oz

Bob Mostek, Duncan, Duncan Lakes in Polk County, 5/1/86
SHORTNOSE GAR. ... .. 19 fhs.

Ronaid Hardin, Omaha, lake in Cass County, §/29/74
GOLOEYE, ... .. & ihs. 15% oz

Gary Kumm, Bloomfisld, Lowis & Clark, 8/13/88
SKIPJACK HERRING . ... .. 11h. 18 oz,

Seolt Wassel, Wayne, Gaving Point tailwaters, 8/23/87
WMUSKELLUNGE. . . 35 1bs. 8 oz,

Wayne Porath, Merritt Reservoir, 8/17/90
TIGER MUSKY. . .. .. 24 1bs. 4 vz,

Roy Barnbart, Lodgepole, Laks cCoenaughy, 10/28/99
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LEFISH. ... G11h. 8 oz,

rren Yelkin, Lincoin, Gavins Point Dam Tailwaters, 11/ 18/78
AMERTO PERGH. ..., 2 1bs. 8 02,

1 A Bush, Valenting, Glear Lake on Valenting Nationa! Widlife Refuge, G/20/71
EPERCH. .. ... 11§ ez,

riis Kadlick, Lincoln, Wagon Train Lake, 5/16/72

OW PERCH. ... .. 2 ih, 10% oz.

mny . Skrdla, Stuart, Hackberry Lake, 2/11/84

THERK PRE. .. ... 2% s, 12 ox

ry Jones, Royal, Grove Lake, 7/6/84

PEANSEED . ... L 1034 o2,

n Johnson, Minatare, Box Butic Reservoir, 8/28/87

LBAGK. ... .. 12 s

wman Grabenstein, North Plaite, Lake Maloney, 5/3/87

(0K SRERION . .. ... # s, 8 oz

sk Heponer, Norfolk, Lewds and Clark Lake, 8/ 14785

3 SALRON. ... 5 the. 12 az,

ie Fry, Gering, Lake McConaughy, 7/3/71

LHEE SRLAMON. ... .. 4 ths, Fou.

.t Dunbar, North Platie, Lake McConaughy, 7/11/71

GER. ... g ths, 0 a2,

rs. Betly Tepner, Plainview, Missourl River near Niobrara, 10/22/61
ARG SHAD ... .. 4 liis. 7% oz

& Rinbauer, Aliance, Box Butie Reservoir, 3/26/88
YELNOSE STURBEDN. .. .. 3 s, 11 02

whert ©. Byers, Dmaha, Missouri River, Cass Gounty, 5/30/84
HER. ... .. 18 Ihs, 14 oz

10 J. Thoena, Hartington, Missouri River, 11/16/86

ER SUNFISH. .. ... 1l 4oz,

i Knajdl, Riverdate, Butialo County sandpit, 7113780

FAR SURFISH. .. ... il 18 gz,

harles . Jones, Eckley, €O, Rock Creek Lake, 6/8/90
O TROUT. ... & ihs. 1 oz
ap Gray, North Platte, Pawnee Springs near North Platte, 11/3/65
RN EROUT. ... 20 ths. 1 ez

anny Doclittie, Valenting, Snake River, 7/26/7 3
THROAT TROUT. .. ... 4 lhs. 4 oz

evin Neesham, Sidney, N, Platie River, 6/16/90
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RAIMBOW TROUT. .. ... 14 ihs, 2 oz

Frank Aoy, North Platie, canal i Keith Couaty, 3/18/75
WALLEYE. . ... 16 1bs. 2 a2

serhert J. Cutshall, Ogallaia, Lake McConaughy, 7/8/71

BOW ARD ARROW
LARGEMOUTH BASS. ... .. 8 ths. 14 oz,
Jerry Grasmick, Scoltshiuff, sandpit near Scotishiuff, 6/18/66
ROCK BASS. ... .. 11k 6 gz.
Marlan L. Worden, North Plaite, Interstate 80 lake in Lingoln County, 5/8/72
SMALLMOUTH BASS . ... .. 3 1bs.
Michae! Lange, Gibbon, Interstais 8C lake in Buffalo County, 5/5/71

STRIPED BASS .. ..., 8 Ins. § oz
Michael Dorris, Arthur, Lake MeConaughy, 4/14/73
WHITE BASE. .. ... 3 s,

Lannie Miller, Hastings, Hartan Counly Reservoir, 4/14/73
BLURGILL, ... 1482,

Michae! J. Christiansen, North Plaite, thomas County farm pond, GRS
BUFFRLO...... 43 ihs,

Ronald Meyers, Columbus, Linema Beach near Ashland, 6/ 17167
BULLBEAD. ... .. 1 b, 11 oz.

Cery Hardin, Rushville, Smith Lake, 7/13/78
CARP. ... .. 38 lbs. 8 oz

Ronald A. Meyers, Columbus, Platte County fake, 5/9/65
GRASS CARP. ... .. 28 lis. 4 0z

NMarlyr Wighelhaus, Wynot, Missouri, Missouri Biver, 771890
RIYER CARPSUCKER. ... .. T s, & o2,

Guinton Wagoner, Broadwater, North Platte River, 6/1/38
CHANNEL CATFISH. ... .. 2t s, 1% oz

Mike Lacey, Gering, Lake Minatare, 7/23/82
FLATHEAD CATFISH. .. ... 46 Ths, 2 02,

Jim Foral, Lincoln, Biuestem Creek, Sprague, 10/13/84
BLACK CRAPPIE. .. ... T 14 o2,

Tim teOuads, North Plaste, Shoupe Lake, Cherry Gounty, 6/1/74
WHITE CRAPPIE. ... .. 2 ihs. 13 o

David Madinger, Bellwood, sandpit in Butler County, 6/2/73
FRESHWATER ORUM . ... .. 20 1hs.

Gerald Tramp, Crofton, Gavins Peint Taitwalers, B/16/82
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R.o..... 22 s,

Gary Trofholz, Colurmbus, Polk Ceunty sandpit, 6/13/74
LDEYE. ... 2 Ihs. 1 oz,

Bill Schwarting, Framont, Platte River, Dodge County, 5/17/85
SER MUSKY. .. ... 13 15s. 14 o0z

Arent J. Wesemann, Plerce, Willow Creek Reservoir, 7/3/88
BRLEFISH. ..., 56 Ihs.

Gene B Haswell, Omaha, sandpit in Cass County, 4/168/77

LLOW PERCH. ... .. 1tk 2 82,

Tim McQuade, North Patte, Cody Lake, 4/19/75
BYHERM PRE. .. ... 21 fhg. 4 oz

Alless Splichal, Seottsblufé, Lake Minatare, $/2/70
HLLBACK. ... .. 1t ihs. 2 oz,

Tir Smith, Benkelmar, Dundy County sandpit, 7/14/84
PEARD BHADL. ... .. 3 165, 8 sz

Mike Remmenga, Fiwood, Fiwood Reservoir, 5/19/87

[CKER. .. ... a s, 3 oz

Mike Lauby, Lexington, Platte River, Dawson County, 7/14/74
EEN SUNFISH. ... .. 8 oz

Marty Guthrie, McCook, sandpit near Bariley, 7/22/78

OWH TROUT. ... .. § Ihs. 4 vz
Richard Thompson, Lincaln, Lake McConaughy, 4/11/70
UHBOW TROUT. ... .. 11 lias.

Kevin Pierce, Ggaflala, NPPD Canal in Keith County, 10/19/86
ALLEYE. . ... .11 Ibs. 1oz,
Bradley M. Heck, Brady, Jeffrey Reserveir, 4/11/70

Record Fish Display

if you take a game fish hy hook-and-line that breaks a state record, you may
sh to donale it to the Game and Parks Commission for display at the Commis-
s Ak-Sar-Ren Aguarium at Schramn Park State fecreation Area near Gretna.
e Commission will mount the trophy, complete with engravad plate with your
e, spacies of fish, weight, when and where it was taken, To make such a
nation, contact the Aguarium within 24 hours at (402) 332-3801. Aguarium
wars are 18 a.m. 1o 4:30 p.m. daily. Any current hook-and-line record-holder who
ywild like 1o donate their trophy game fish should also contact the Aquarium,
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Master Angler

if you take an outstanding catch, it may qualify for a Game and Parks Comimis-
sion Master Angier Award. Application forms are available from any Commission
oifice, conservation officer, or permit vendor. Rules include:
e Al fish must be taken from Nebraska waters.
@ Fish must be taken by hook and king. fish caught on banklines are not efigible.
Fish must be hooked, played, and landed by the applicant.
& Fishmay qualily for a Master Angler award based on length if they are raleased.
@ The catch must be verified with signature and address by a Commission
employee, a hunting-fisiing permit vendar, or witness.
= Angler must display fishing permit to the individual verifying the application.
e Minimum weights or tengths {o quality for an award inelude:

American Eel, ... ... oL 1.
Largemooth Bass .. 20% in. or 5 Ibs.
Kantucky Spotted Bass ...... 3 ibs.
RockBass................. 1 b,
Smalimouth Bass ... 18in. or 3 s,
Striped Bass ............. 10 s
Striper Hybrid .. ......... .. 5 s
White Bass .............. 2 1hs,
Bluegii .. ... o L, 1,
Buftalo .. ... ... ... .. 10 1bs.
Bulead ... .. ... 2 Ibs.
Burbol. ... ... ... ol 11b.
Camp .o 15 1bs,
Bue Catfish.............. 30 bs.
Channel Calfish . .......... 12 ibs.
Flathead Catfish .......... 15 s,

Crappie ...........oun.. 2 1hs.
Drot oo 5 ihs.
Goldeve........... ... 2 Ibs
Musky/Tiger Musky. . .35in. or 161bs.
Paddlefish ............... 30 Ihs.
Yellow Perch ... ... ... 1 Ihs.
White Pereh ... a iRl
Northern Pike . ..., 36 in, or 10 s
Sauger ... 3 s,
Snhovelnose Sturgeon ... .. 2% s,
Sucker ..o o 2 s
Sunfish ... oo oo 1 b
Brook Trout. . ... ... tdin or il
Brown Trout .. ... .. 22 or 4 Ihs,
Rainbow Trout .. ... 22% in. or 5 1bs,
Walleve ... ... .. 28 in. or 8 ibs.




The Advantages Of
Caltch And Helease

Voluntary catch and release of large or trophy-size fish appears to be the mosi
nromising method of maintaining and improving the fishing in many of Nebraska's
lakes.

A belief held by some anglers is that the selution to he lack of hig fish is 1o
increase stocking of the fish species ihey dermand and in the sizes they want. Todo
this, in eifect, would make Jakes and reservoirs in the state pui-and-take fisheries.
Given our state's resource imitations and the fish production facilitics operated by
tha Nebraska Game and Parks Comimigsion, this would not only be impossible, but
also very expensive.

A more acceplable approach is the encouragement of voluntary catch-and-
release by anglers. By catching and releasing fish, particalarly large ones, angiers
are almost stocking a body of water themselves, simply by not removing the fish
available. These fish then ave capable of further growth, contributing to the overdll
balance of life in 2 fake, and providing a funier catch for another person fishing or
that same angler in the future.

This does not mean anglers who Hke to take fish home to eat are being
pressured into leaving dinner in the lake. However, it is important 10 point out that
under high fishing pressure, it is not possible to provide both quality sport fishing
and a full stringer for every angler.

in order to come as elose as possible to meeting everyone's fishing demands it
is imperative a compromiss be reached. Perhaps anglers with large fish would be
willing to release a portion of their caiches, or the angler who takes in several
smaller fish would see the banefit of putting some of them back for the future.

By presenting the concept of catch-and-relaase, the Game and Parks Comis-
sion is suggesting that in an ever-increasing number of lakes, angler harvest
already exceeds the surplus of quality-size fish. If anglers expect these waters o
becermne more than marginal fisheries, a reduction in harvest is inevitable,

The Game and Parks Commission would prefer veluntary rather than manda-
tory harvest reduction. Voluntary action means you, the angler, recognize the
problem and the corresponding solution that is in the best interest of all involved,
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it ts Unlawiu

...to borrow or yse the permit of apether or iend your permit to another,
.toleave fish or any part thereof on the banks of any stream, lake, or other body
of water.
... 1o fish on any private land withou! permission of the owner,
..o use a crosshow or similar device, with the excepiion of handicapped person
who has a medical certificate on file.
...1u seine game fish of any size.
...fo leave minnows in a minnow trap for more than 24 hours.
..to use foat ines, except on rivers, streams, and Lewis and Clark Lake. They
must be personally attended, and pame and address must be aitached.
..o use glass floats on float fines.
..o attach limb lines with nails or more than 12 inches above the water to frees
0N any lake or reservoir,
.10 possess Hve diplold grass carp (Ctenopharyngodon idelta), also known as
white amur.

o 1 % B i o ey 7

Operation Game Thief
If vou observe a violation of Nebiraska fish and game laws or regulations,
you can now report it by calling the Cperation Game Thief toli-free hotline,
sponsored by the Nebraska Wildlife Protactors in cooperation with the
Game and Parks Coramission. That number is 800-742-SNAP. Your call
will be kepl completely confidential. You may also reporl a violation by
contacting the local conservation officer. Hotling howrsare § am. 105 p.am,

ionday through Friday.

This agency receives federal funds. Under federal lav, discrinvination is prohibited on the basis
of race, cofor, national grigin, age, sex or handicap. I you believe you have Deen discriminaled
auainst, contact e Equal Opportunity Officer, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, P.O. Box
30374, Lincoln, ME G8563 or the Office of Human Resources, U5 Department of the Inferior,
Washington, 0.0, 20240

A coniritnition of Federat Aid in sporl lish restorstion Praject F-82-AF
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How to Measure Length Of Fish

Lay the fish on its side, with the mouth closed and ithe tail lobes pressed
together. Measure the fength from the tip of the snout 1 ihe end of the tail

LENGTH

Pyt Them Back Allve

When size limiits are in effect, it's important to release a fish so that it has the

best chance to survive.

® Wel hands and keep fish in water asmuch as possibie whon handling and
removing the hook.

& Ramove hook gently. Don't squesze fish or put fingers inte the gills.

@ |f geeply tooked, cut line. Don't pull hook out.

« Release fish only after its equilibrium is maintained. I{ necessary, hold fish
gendly upright and move it slowly back and forth.

e Do nof play fisi o exbaustion.




